
Noon Bible Study: 1 Samuel 15 

1 Samuel 15:1-3 - The LORD’s punishment against Amalek 

 

Amalek had done evil to the children of Israel as they journeyed towards 

the Promise Land: 

 

Deuteronomy 25:17-19 - "Remember what Amalek did to you along the 

way when you came out from Egypt,  18 how he met you along the 

way and attacked among you all the stragglers at your rear when 

you were faint and weary; and he did not fear God.  19 "Therefore 

it shall come about when the LORD your God has given you rest from 

all your surrounding enemies, in the land which the LORD your God 

gives you as an inheritance to possess, you shall blot out the 

memory of Amalek from under heaven; you must not forget.  

 

the command of the LORD was to “utterly destroy” the nation.  Including animals. 

 

1 Samuel 15:4-9 - Saul’s battle against Amalekites 

 

v. 6 - Saul gave warning to the Kenites to flee before their attack. 

 

“Kenites”: Moses’ father-in-law Jethro was a Kenite (Judg. 1:16), and he and his son had been helpful to the 

Israelites (Ex. 18;Num. 10:29–32). depart; … lest I destroy you with them. The Kenites had settled among the 

Amalekites. (ESV Study Bible, 1 Sam. 15:6) 

 

 v. 7 - “Saul defeated the Amalekites… 

 v. 8 - Saul “captured Agag the king of the Amalekites alive” but destroyed all the other people 

 v. 9 - Saul spared “best of sheep/oxen/fatlings/lambs and all that was good…” 

 

1 Samuel 15:10-12 - The LORD regrets making Saul king 

 

 v. 12 - Saul had raised up a ‘monument  for himself…” 

 

Q - At this juncture, what can we gather about Saul’s character?  What do you think of the LORD’s “regret”?  Why do you think 

Samuel responds the way he does? 

 

1 Samuel 15:13-19 - Samuel confronts Saul 

 

v. 13 - Saul claims to have carried out the command of the LORD 
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 v. 15 - Saul tries to justify his disobedience to the glory of God. 

v. 17-18 - Samuel reminds Saul of not just the specific command of the LORD in this instance, but also Saul’s journey 

from a “nobody” to king. 

 

1 Samuel 15:20-21 - Saul’s justification 

 

v. 20 - Saul boasts in his partial obedience “I did obey the voice of the LORD and went on the mission…” 

v. 21 - Saul blames the people for his disobedience. (cp. Adam & Eve) 

 

Q - When we see Saul’s attempt at justifying why he disobeyed and his shift of blame/responsibility, do we see ourselves and our 

tendencies in dealing with sin at all?  What could Saul have done differently? 

 

1 Samuel 15:22-23 - The LORD rejects Saul - God desires obedience! 

 

1 Samuel 15:24-26 - Saul’s change of heart 

 

v. 24-25 - Saul begs Samuel to remain with him and return to the people together. However, for Saul, these actions are 

too little too late. 

 

It would be wrong to interpret this encounter as God rejecting someone if they sin or don’t turn back to him in time - for Saul 

had been given, even in this incident, multiple chances to be honest, admit wrong, etc. (not to mention how the LORD has dealt 

with Saul when he has made bad choices up to this point).  In v. 14 Samuel asks “what then is the bleating of the sheep…” and 

in v. 19 Samuel asks again “why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD…”  Saul could have repented in these moments, but 

he insisted on lying and holding his pride.  Saul is not rejected as king until after these chances (v. 23).  Who knows if the LORD 

would have forgiven him had he acted differently?   

 

cp. Genesis 3 v. 9 God asks “where are you” v. 11 - who told you that you were naked...have you eaten from tree 

which I commanded you not to eat?   v. 13 - (the LORD to Eve) “what have you done?” 

 

1 Samuel 15:27-29 - Kingdom “torn” from Saul. 

 

 v. 28 - “one who is better than you.”  We will meet this individual in 1 Samuel 16 

 v. 29 - at this point Saul can be sure that this word of the LORD will not change. 

 

1 Samuel 15:30-31 - Saul pleads again with Samuel 

 

though Saul has been rejected in God’s eyes as king, Samuel still honors him as the king before the eyes of the people.  His 

replacement has not yet been named, and until such time, he is the “anointed one”.  It does appear that Saul had to do some 

pleading with Samuel for this to happen (v. 30 “pleaded again…”, v. 31 - Samuel “finally agreed”).  We also see Saul’s real 

reason for wanting Samuel to return with him.  It was not completely noble (as it appears to be in v. 25) but was to save face 

before the people (v. 30) 

 

1 Samuel 15:32-35 - Samuel kills Agag. Leaves Saul’s presence 
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